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[Interview starts with an explanation that someone ruined the interviewee’s yearbook] 

Jeanette Porter:  My class mate borrowed, I was living over here and I have never been destructive. I 

think if I was going to tear something up, I would tear up my own before I tear somebody else’s, I’ve 

been saying I was going to take that to a book store, and let them bind it back. It was loose, it was not 

like that, I can assure you. ‘Cause my mother was a cosmetologist. 

Ashley Quinn Hagen: Oh,  I went to school for school for cosmetology too. 

JP:  Oh really?  You can make good money doing hair and nails.  And I said that to say her manicurist hat 

I still have and I would let you know how well I could…this was in ‘57 when she went to beauty school 

while I was still in school. 

AQH: Did you find a place that would fix it yet? 

JP: There is a place here, but I didn’t call them. 

AQH: Oh okay.  It’s really cool, can I take a picture of it? 

JP: Sure.  I thought I would pull it out and might be some info she might like to have.  

AQH: Yeah, mostly I was getting them online.   

JP: What years?  

AQH: I know they have ’68, and I don’t know if the other one was ’63 or ’62.  Those were the only two 

that I found. I don’t think I have these. I haven’t seen this one.  They are really good pictures. I have this 

one of this graduation, I found that online, but the other ones I don’t have. 

JP: He is deceased, but she is a professional singer of Easter cantatas. And Bill Franklin, he was a 

sportscaster at Winston-Salem State but he’s gone on, he passed. 

AQH:  Aw.  Was that recently? 

JP:  About 3 to 5 years ago. 

AQH: Do you go to any reunions?  Have you been going? 

JP: Yes, we usually get together in the summertime with somebody that lives far way and they wanna go 

after them, and they will call me to come.  I usually try to make it. Christmas time we go out to them. I 

don’t know why they pick that place all, but since I’m not over there part of the decisions I just go. It’s 

OK, but   Main street has a lot of nice places.  Do you like High Point okay?   

AQH: Yeah, I transferred I haven’t been there as long. I went to Greensboro for a little bit. 

JP: UNCG? 



AQH: Yeah 

JP: OK. Did you see me as you flipping through or are you just taking pictures? I was a majorette. Turn 

back to your left.  That is my class, ’62, 4 seniors, I believe.  Mary Lou Andrews Blakeney, Jeannette 

Ferguson Porter, she is the one who called me. 

AQH: She’s been at a lot of things.  I like the car. 

JP: It’s about four of us that were seniors that year. We were majorettes 

AQH: Where did you live in High Point?   

JP:  Barbee. Off Montlieu. 

AQH: Oh ok, did you walk to school? 

JP:  I did, I did and didn’t complain.  I’m glad you said that. May I expound? 

AQH: Yeah.  

JP: I was thinking about woever comes, I don’t know what you want and what you want to keep.   

AQH: You can talk about anything you want. 

JP: Traffic wasn’t as congested.  Walking was in.  We walked to church.  I tried to visualize it but I can’t 

remember all that. Anywho, we walked to school.  Do you know where the all-black catholic school is? It 

wasn’t integrated. 

AQH: What was the name of it? 

JP: I don’t remember.  I was trying to give you an idea of how far we walked to William Penn.  You don’t 

know anything about High Point? 

AQH: I know more about like Raleigh and Greensboro. I know about Main Street, Montlieu and 

Centennial. 

JP: I understand, because when I went to A&T I told people I don’t know a lot about the surrounding 

areas, and it was nowhere near as large as it is now. But back to High Point, you had to be at school 

about 8:30.  I believe that is right.  I guess it’s a fourth of a mile or half a mile, and you didn’t complain.  

But you had the south siders, which had a little further to come.  They had Fairview Elementary School 

on that side of town, but we only had one black high school.  So they caught the bus in the morning and 

they walked home together in the afternoon, or maybe caught the bus. Because it was expensive with 

two or more children unless the boys worked after school.  Because we could walk home, but it was a 

little bit further for them. 

AQH: Was it was more expensive if they have five children in school and taking the bus, versus just 

having one kid? 

JP: Yeah it was quite expensive. Unless the weather was extremely cold, they walked home.  Then you 

had children that came in from Jamestown and Florence.  They caught a school bus.  I don’t know if they 

had a high school or not.  I didn’t give it any thought. Ask someone else.  Another segment I would like 

to mention, you can cut me off and give me specific questions, if you want to. 



AQH: I will but if you have something you want to talk about, that is fine too. 

JP: Physical ed. I was saying, I think that’s why a lot of students in the 50’s and 60’s might have been 

healthier, because it was just uncommon, young people didn’t go like they go now, they have incomes, 

y’all have cars, we walked. It’s just so sad that students go home for the weekend and plan on seeing 

them on Monday, and they go someplace and got wild and crazy because car accidents, which is going 

on every month which is very frequent to me. It was a rarity,I can only recall from going to William Penn 

and going 8, 9th 10th, 11th and 12th, 1957-1962 5 years, and it was only 2 students, they were sick.  By that 

time now, do you see what I mean? 

AQH: Yeah. 

JP: I think, I look at the student who walked to school, we had more time for physical education. I 

substitute teach in high school, not all the classes, but I’m still comparing to my era.  We had a time to 

shower and wash up after you finish physical ed.  Put some lipstick on.  Everything is rush rush.  30 

minutes for lunch.  They about break the door down when the bell rings to go to the cafeteria. 

AQH: Yeah we are late just for changing. How long did you have for gym class? 

JP: I think an hour, that’s including teaching, gymnastics and 15 minutes for freshening up. 

AQH: Did you do things like sports?  I saw some pictures of archery and lacrosse and stuff, and I didn’t 

know if it was in gym class or teams.  

JP: What year was that? 

AQH:I think it was 68.   

JP: Sports.  The two main sports was football and basketball.  Now in physical ed class you could play 

ping pong or tennis outside, but there was no tennis matches to my knowledge. 

AQH: What things did you do in gym class? Gymnastics and tennis? 

JP: Ping pong and tennis.  Back and forth.  And we did not have girls’ tennis.  Just male. 

AQH: Were there any girl teams, like track or anything? 

JP: Unheard of.  Not in my era. I don’t recall any of that. It might have been class of 68 maybe. 

AQH: Someone, they transferred her to the High Point High School to integrate and she was on the track 

team. I wasn’t sure if they had them at William Penn or not.  But I think that was around ‘68 too. 

JP: The white school had more than the all-black school.  Like I said, those were the only two spors. 

Maybe now with integration girls were running track and playing basketball, they have teams, but that 

was unheard of. And another thing: shop.   

AQH: Did girls do shop? 

JP: Never. Boys took shop.  That was for boys. That was not a question.  Home economics for girls.  

Typing, boys could take it.   There was two boys in my class, one’s gone on and the other one lives in 

some part of Georgia, no Florida. They were very bright guys, they both made it in some form of 



chemistry, no engineering, don’t know if it was mechanical or electrical but they were both engineering 

majors. So for one course, what do you call it, not like a soft course. Not your main… 

AQH: Oh, like a general or a prerequ, an elective. I couldn’t think of it. 

JP: Elective. There you go. They took typing, well they were cutting up.  Every Friday I would win, my 

typing teacher she started out with 15 cents and stopped at five dollars, and every week I would win. 

That’s when I made up my mind to go to school and major in business education, ‘ cause I was winning 

at typing. Most only girls took piano lessons, I wish I kept my bottom in my piano stool more than I did, 

but what we were talking about?  An elective. 

AQH:  We were talking about gym, and then about typing and home economics. JP: When I got into real 

estate, you see I’m not talking about William Penn.   

AQH: Oh, it’s OK, if you get too far away I will bring you back. 

JP: One of my customers, they bought a house, and you could buy a house and finish off your basement 

if you don’t want a large mortgage payment, because young couples just starting out. Well, like I said, 

during my era it probably would have been the guy because girls didn’t take shop. But guess what, he 

was a carpet salesman and she said I’ll finish off the basement, we’ll just leave it like it is. I said “You?” 

and she said “yeah, I know what to do.” In William Penn we didn’t have brick mason.  We didn’t, the 

boys did. 

AQH: They made us take both but it was only for a little bit. 

JP: See, but you were in another era. 

AQH: Yeah, but it was very quick, like a taste of it and we had to pick what you wanted. 

JP:  You talking about the brick mason. Shop? 

AQH: Yeah. The boys definitely joined the home ec classes, they loved the home ec classes. We played 

with kids and cooked. 

JP: We didn’t have many extracurricular activities, though.  We had the Y, and that was something on 

the weekend and afternoons. 

AQH: What did you do at the Y? 

JP: The boys played basketball.  Be honest with you. I didn’t go that much.  We had a very nice park, 

Washington Terrace Park, during my era. It was really one of the top recreation places for the summer. 

AQH: Was that where everyone hung out? 

JP:  Yeah 

AQH: Was it like one of the places that if you didn’t get invitation, if you showed up there you would run 

into people? 

JP: Yeah. You had to put your own money in for a picnic.  Other churches come for their picnics. And 

they enclosed it, so they had it open once a week when I was in high school. You’d come in and stay 

until 9:00.  7-9 during the week, one day a week.  That’s about it. A few students, their parents had 



larger home, so they had little parties for their special friends. Wherein like your era a lot of your friends 

have little house parties, right? 

AQH: Yeah 

JP:  We didn’t have that. So my high school boyfriend, they did. And his mother kept her sister’s children 

because her sister had passed. That was it, and you watched TV and I considered myself special, a little 

bit exceptional from my classmates as friends because my high school boyfriend, he was 10 years 

younger than his baby sister.  She dropped out of college. We would go to her home on Sundays, we 

went to the bowling alley together, and the battleground in Greensboro and pack Sunday dinner. They 

were a very close knitted family and sometimes we would go over there and eat Sunday’s dinner, and 

come over here and she was older than we were and she had been in college and she knew where the 

bowling alley was and she drove. So I got to do a little more than some of the other black children, he 

didn’t have his own car but his mother, she was very caring and sharing with her children, so she would 

try to plan things so he would take me out and sometimes we would take her to her meetings and we 

would pick her up come home after to visit.  I was in band, I was not in the choir, but Mrs. Browne, she’s 

in this book, somebody’s choir was named after her. She is very fair, I am sure she was mixed because 

she wasn’t very far from being white. But anyway she directed the choir, and they have a Christmas 

Messiah now in her name. 

AQH: Did being in the band take a lot of out of school time?   

JP: Not really only when it was time for homecoming.   

AQH: Oh here, Miss MP Browne. 

JP: Yes, Mary P. Brown, that is her.  Not really, I think maybe when it’s time for homecoming we 

practiced once or twice a week after school. Then you had your regular band period.  I don’t know if we 

went every day or 2 or 3 times a week, and that is all. I was in the French club. 

AQH: Did clubs meet after school? 

JP: Some things did , yes. One day a week. 

AQH: What was the latest you had to stay after school, like band? 

JP: That’s about the only thing I stayed for was band. 

AQH: Till like 5 or dark? 

JP: Before it got dark. 

AQH: What instrument did you play? 

JP: During concert season I played flute.  Marching season I was a majorette. He asked me to be a 

majorette in 7th grade at Leonard Street, and like I said there wasn’t a lot of, people had a lot of children 

and me being an only child, he asked me would my mother be interested in purchasing my own  

instrument.  I wasn’t that particular, I changed instruments twice. I had a trumpet and after a week I 

couldn’t make a sound, so he switched me to clarinet.  For some reason then I went to flute. 

AQH: Which one did you like best? 



JP: Flute.  They bought me a piano but I didn’t buy my own. 

AQH: I have this picture back already. 

JP: That is home economics. 

AQH: What did you learn in that class that you were doing, setting up a room? 

JP: There was another class behind us.  

AQH: Oh, ok 

JP: All of those pictures are not necessarily my grade. 

AQH: Was that one of the things you did in that class, learn to redecorate? 

JP: You know, I didn’t do enough. The only thing I made was some pillow cases too small for my pillow. 

And I was a, my neighbor she went to North Carolina Central and when she finished William Penn in 

1960 and she got married her freshman year because we were from the church and you can’t be coming 

up here with a child with no husband. Anyway, I made a top too big so I gave it to her when she was 

pregnant.  But that’s the only thing I remember making. And cooking this was always instilled in me by 

Mrs. Bostic. She said your cooking should be tasty as well as attractive, and always have a colorful meal.  

Well this is not all good, but it’s colorful.  In fact she is the last teacher that is still living. 

AQH: Oh really.  What were your parents like and your family like? 

JP: They were good parents. Both my parents were from South Carolina. 

AQH:  What part of South Carolina? 

JP: My mother’s from Rock Hill, my daddy’s from Chester.  They had me kinda late, but my daddy had 

me even later my dad was 12 years older than my mom.  They were not strict but I wasn’t a wild child.  

Many parents were stricter. Good parents, my mother was from a large family and so was my dad.  

Mom passed in ‘85 and my dad in ‘87.  

AQH: I’m sorry. 

JP: He pretty much let my mother do that. 

AQH: Did you have any family customs every week, dinner the same time at night? 

JP: Mostly on Sunday, my mom wouldn’t go to beauty school until 7th grade, she would go to beauty 

college in Greensboro, and sometimes I would go with her for company. 

AQH: Did your mom do your hair all the time? 

JP: Yeah, she was doing it before she went to beauty school, not all the time, I went to another lady. See 

black people haven’t always got perms.  Did you know that? What else is there that you wanted to know 

about William Penn? 

AQH: What was your favorite part of being there, or aspect of going to William Penn, getting to go to 

that high school? 



JP: I loved most of my teachers, one I wasn’t too fond of, but all the rest of them I really. I didn’t hate 

her I just didn’t like the way she could be sometimes.  I started in 8th grade, my pastor’s wife was my 

8th grade homeroom teacher, I loved her. Mrs. Davis she directed my wedding, her husband is a doctor, 

her name was Gwendolyn Davis, she stayed on Underhill. That was supposed to be an up and up street 

for blacks, for business people and professional people, I loved my chemistry teachers and English 

teachers but one; didn’t hate her though. I loved my principal, he was a disciplinarian and he was 

comical too but anything you did but he wanted to make sure and know you represented William Penn  

and do not embarrass the school.  Circle K used to come on TV in Greensboro, I didn’t go but they were 

dance parties.  Not like they were doing on Soul Train they weren’t doing like what they were doing on 

Soul Train. When the girls got on the bus to go to Greensboro, he kicked everybody out because you 

were representing William Penn he was not going to be embarrassed., 

AQH: What was his name again? 

JP: Mr. Samuel Burford.  He didn’t live too far from me.  He stayed up on Kivett Drive  

AQH: I know that street.  I know some people were saying that the teachers and him were involved with 

the families and would come to the house and talk to your parents, to touch base.   

JP: Who did? 

AQH: Him and the teachers. 

JP: They did, I was getting ready to say that.  Problem is, some of the things are overlapping. You all 

know how you want to do it. 

AQH: We get pieces that overlap sometimes. I listen to all interviews. I make the little movies and 

someone said I did this and I will interview someone and they will say we heard this one girl did this.  It 

is really cool. 

JP: To be honest with you, I told Mr. Ringel, I said there’s not a lot to share but if they want to listen I 

don’t mind.  

AQH: Every student has a different thing they are focused on.  Someone could talk forever about 

whatever, and someone will get a lot out of it. 

JP: To enhance what I said about walking, when I was in school all these supplement mineral things you 

all have? Peanut butter crackers for me, instant food that they ship into the cafeteria. The cooks came in 

early when we did or maybe an hour before and they cooked a meal like you cook at home.  

AQH: They cooked real food. 

JP: We didn’t have no Lucks pinto beans, we had beans like at home, fresh greens. They had hot plates, 

you didn’t have microwaves when I was in college.  

AQH: My dad had one of them.    

JP: You ironed your sandwich. 

AQH: Oh my gosh, that’s so funny. I saw that in a movie. 



JP: See, I’m talking about college, you’re still talking about high school.    

AQH: If I was doing an outline, I would do walking to school, some people talked about taking a bus, or 

getting a ride, or walking. 

JP: It’s like you’re watching the TV. Which category did you like that I said? 

AQH: Walking, food, and your classes, everything is good ‘cause you are either adding or giving me 

something I didn’t have. 

JP: Like walking, cooking food from scratch as opposed to pressed. 

AQH: Like the premade stuff. 

JP: Not pressed food. Not like fresh turkey, lunch meat. 

AQH: That is shipped in already frozen or…. 

JP: I think that kept people more healthier. Everything that has come along, so much canned food, 

young people have heart issues, there’s just so many things. 

AQH: Everyone is probably sick because the food is so weird, there is so much stuff in it. You used to just 

cook your food and then eat it. 

JP: Do you like to eat good food? We had balanced meals in schools, pinto beans, collards , hot fried fish 

on Fridays, not those fish sticks, frozen patties, something like that. Now where are you from, Quinn? 

AQH: I’m from Long Island, NY and I lived in New Jersey too. 

JP: Isn’t New York supposed to be, I know Philadelphia’s brotherly love, but they say something lately  

about New York, something complimentary, it is the 2nd most highly visited state. 

AQH: The city gets crazy, if you go there on Christmas, you can’t even move. 

JP: I think I would be afraid, but maybe going to New Year coming in, I don’t think I want to go to that. 

AQH:  My mom has always wanted to but doesn’t want to go into the crowd.  Wants to see it from the 

hotel.  I want to like surprise her in 5 years. 

JP: I concur with your mother. But she was born in Long Island? 

AQH: Yeah, both my parents and myself.  We have a huge family over there. 

JP: I am going to jump back over, you have met Mary Lou, Mrs. Blakeney?  Mary Lou was one of the 

most well rounded classmates, she just loved everything. She could have been a straight A student, but 

she was not a nerd, she was all around. She loved sports, she was into sports more in my opinion than 

any other female. She would go to a basketball game and get all engrossed, you can expect her to be 

hoarse the next day if she went to the game, ‘cause she’s hollering and very emotional and same thing 

with football. She worked in the office at school. And some things I’m just learning about her after forty-

something years. That’s just the way she was. 

AQH: She was really passionate about everything? 



JP: Yeah. She is not originally from High Point but she stayed there long.  She loved all aspects of school. 

AQH: Did a lot of students get jobs at the school, in the office or in the library? 

JP: I didn’t. I went back home. 

AQH: I didn’t know if it was common that she was working there. 

JP: I don’t know if it was a compensation job, ‘caused I worked in elementary, and how that happened 

my principal asked my 6th grade teacher did she have a reliable student.  I picked up the weekly readers 

and the little cloth burlap thing you pass around and take attendance and those kinds of things.  For 

Christmas he gave me a gift, but I was not paid $5 a week or $10 a week, he just gave me a gift to show 

his appreciation.  I am not sure, I never got and never asked, this is a picture of her in the yearbook.  

Marylou and another friend of mine, they were both in my wedding, I don’t think they did, they might 

have gotten some gifts.   

AQH: I know if a teacher gave me a job you felt special, and I always wanted to be the one who did that.   

JP: I’m trying to think now I worked on the finance committee at my church, they called it an 

honorarium.  They might have gotten an honorarium, I don’t think they got a salary per se.  It was like 

you said, training for you. 

AQH: I think that would be really helpful. 

JP: Christmas time the teacher might have took them to dinner or gave them a gift certificate,  I said 

maybe, I don’t really know. And to be honest with you it was sort of the smarter students that did it.  

She always asked me I never had it in for nobody, I wasn’t shortchanged you know what I am saying. 

AQH: Did you go anywhere after high school?   

JP: Like college? Yeah  A&T.  

AQH: Oh yeah, that’s right. I’m sorry. 

JP: That is all right. 

AQH: Did you like it there? 

JP: Liked yes, loved no.  Because let me tell you this, Quinn, I loved people, but my first choice at that 

time, keep looking through the places where you see students and not pictures of classes and you will 

see Mary Lou, I’m sure you will recognize her.  She looked small in there. 

AQH: I saw her at the anniversary of the sit-in event that they had .  That is the only time I’ve ever met 

her. Someone else interviewed her, and I know my teacher has talked to her a lot.  I only met her for a 

second. 

JP:  Oh, ok [laughs]. I thought she’d talk you to death. Mary Lou loves to talk. 

AQH: How did your school interact with the High Point Central? Was it not at all,  did you guys ever 

interact with each other before the integration happened? 



JP: I did but apparently I had one, two about four less students went from William Penn to Central. Now 

I don’t know if it was recommended to them. 

AQH: I know, one of the people I interviewed said they got put there but had no idea if their parents 

were asked or were told. 

JP: Oh, I’m sorry, I didn’t finish with mine. Winston-Salem State didn’t have a business program, my 

uncle and aunt and got married, but I like my aunt better than my biological uncle, they wanted me to 

come and stay with them, and go to Johnson C. Smith, I look back I probably would have liked it because 

it was a smaller school, A&T was large.  She is on the business staff and she was the editor, my Aunt’s 

great niece. That’s an ugly picture so don’t take that. You’ve seen this.   

AQH: I love this. I am trying to get it without the glare. You’re in this one? 

JP: Pick me out.  You’ll be punished if you get it wrong. 

AQH: Is it this one? 

JP: That is my girlfriend. 

AQH: This one, awe. 

JP: One, two, three, four.  Make me larger. This is us going up Washington Street.  This is the concert 

band.  That’s me right there. That right there.  That is me. 

AQH: Did you participate in any of the protests? 

JP: I didn’t in high school, but I did in college.   

AQH: What kinds of things did you do? 

JP: All I did was march.  The four boys from A&T? We had leaders there.  I was trying to show you, that’s 

Dean Pruette, superintendent of schools. Dr. Perry Little, he was my dentist, he was on the Board.  

That’s Mr. S.E. Burford.  Oh OK, that’s it, student office aides.  So like I said, whether they got paid, I 

would like to think they did.  Some people are  did y’all get paid, how much did they pay y’all? 

AQH: I know, I work on the ice cream truck and people ask me do they pay you to do that? 

JP: I didn’t know or really care. 

AQH: Were you a junior when they had the sit in at High Point? 

JP: Sit in? You know Quinn, I wasn’t interested, she’d drive me crazy with that, Mary Lou, and I 

remember it but I didn’t get involved.  She was into Reverend Cox, two sisters who came to High Point 

late, their mothers was a professional lady, and they were very smart, and someone had to start going 

to High Point College it wasn’t the university yet, and those two girls did and Dennis McBride, and 

somehow or other she was involved, and some of these people didn’t have any interest, she keeps the 

legacy going.   But I did not. You probably heard the name Jesse Jackson, he was at A&T when I was 

there.  He and two of the guys have gone on in, it’s just 2 of the four that started at A&T and Jesse was 

the president of the student government.  Okay, get off of college. 

AQH: Did you work at all while you were in high school? 



JP: During the summer selling snow balls and hot dogs at the park. 

AQH: Oh so fun! 

JP: That was just on holidays, like the Fourth of July and Labor Day.  Maybe if several churches were 

coming for a picnic, Mr. Strickland might ask me would I like to help out.  We didn’t have a cash register I 

thought about that he gave us some change out of a cigar box, we had no cash register, I don’t 

remember having no cash register, we had a little small something on wheels, up over your head and 

just me and another girl we’d be in there, you had enough room for the snow balls and hot dogs.  We 

didn’t have any jobs that help you with your background and what you wanted to do.  But that was the 

most helpful thing that like Marylou did, she  went to school to be a nurse, so she worked at the hospital 

after school.   

 

AQH: That’s cool. 

JP: High Point Regional then. The hospital. 

AQH: No I haven’t seen it, now I will be curious. 

JP: Oh excuse me, we had the Ritz Theater.  We could go to the one downtown that we sit upstairs. 

Well, I don’t mean no harm, the thought of knowing that you could sit downstairs, I don’t mind sitting 

upstairs, it was just the thought we couldn’t sit downstairs. We weren’t downstairs, we were upstairs.  

We had the movie.  Then we started getting TV’s, and that was a big deal when TVs came out.  We made 

up little games and things, and your neighborhood jumped rope and hopscotch.   

AQH: People said they would make ice cream out of snow. That sounds really cool. I didn’t know you 

could.  I should tell everyone back North. 

JP: That’s it, ‘cause we definitely didn’t go to no pool room. Do you go to a pool room? 

AQH: What is that? Like a swimming pool? 

JP: Shooting pool.  

AQH: I think they have 2 of them at school and there are places that are just for that by me.  

JP:  As far as I knew when I was coming up, pool rooms was just for men. 

AQH: Oh, OK. Did you say you had any siblings? 

JP: My dad had a son.  He was not brought up with me. It was before he married my momma.  I did 

meet him when they got married.  I was really an only child, but I had a brother he is deceased now.  

Well you know I am no spring chicken.  I believe with me if I was surrounded by school around me in the 

house, my mother wanted me to get a better education, but someone to help you and guide you with 

your study habits.  If I had help I think I would be better. 

AQH: I feel like I will finally figure out better habits when I am done with school. 

JP: What is your major? 

AQH:  History. 



JP: And he’s your professor. 

AQH: I’ve taken his class 3 times. Different classes. Did you go to the football games, I heard they played 

football at High Point College sometimes on the college field, ‘cause someone told me that William Penn 

had a football team but not a football field. 

JP: We had a football field, unless I have it wrong. 

AQH: They said they would go to High Point College to watch the football team play. We don’t have 

football, we have basketball and baseball and I don’t know what else they have but it is right behind my 

house. 

JP: I need to know the next time, if High Point considered private?  

AQH: Yeah 

JP: Ok, I came over there when I don’t know is problem is, Bill Cosby, he spoke during graduation and I 

was over there and I wanted to tour the campus but it was a rainy day. 

AQH: Yeah, I think you can do that for the tour a reservation definitely.  If there is an event on campus 

you just need to tell security were you’re going, if there is an art show you want to go to you just tell 

them you’re going to this, they will let you go to it.  You just need to tell them what you are doing. 

JP: I went to one and wow here I am with A&T four and a half because I went to summer school and I 

took the spring off I worked as church secretary.  Here I am, never sat beside the chancellor, I mean 

president of A&T,  I was here at the table with Nido Qubein because of them knowing Mary Lou and I 

was a council person, I sit at the table with him and his wife and two children and there was a nice 

breakfast for the graduates a day or two before graduation, that was about 5 years.  Then I was invited 

to the grand opening of one of the buildings over there. 

AQH:  The boy you dated in high school, did you date him the whole time, was he a serious boyfriend? 

JP: My high school boyfriend, I guess with him yeah.  10th, 11th and 12th. 

AQH: You know like boyfriends in high school that hold hands and don’t really hang out, and then you 

have then ones that are more serious. 

JP: He couldn’t come visit me during the week. He would come once a week on the weekend. 

AQH: You guys sound like you did fun stuff together. 

JP: We did. 

[recording cuts out] 

JP: She was very smart, she went to Howard in Washington, but she left.  She got married her fourth 

year she could have, they didn’t have online then but she could have written a dissertation or whatever 

you do, I could see it if it was just one semester, but three and a half? She was smart, she had a good job 

in High Point at the studio.  The other sister we didn’t go to her house, she was about three years older 

than the younger sister. This one was more entertaining.  We played games. 

AQH: She sounds more fun. Did she end up having any kids? 



JP: Yeah, that’s why she got married. One child is all she had.  The girls that I was brought up with on my 

street, we got along good, we walked to school and Sunday school together. 

AQH: Did you guys do the walking bus thing? 

JP: We walked to school and church. 

AQH: I know some people did the walking bus and you are two people and as you walk it builds because 

you pick people up as you walk. 

AQH: Oops. 

JP:  Not like your day.  We have a fair once a year in the fall for a week.   

AQH: Is that like the furniture thing? 

JP: Just a fair.  You talking about the furniture market when I was in high school it came four times a 

year. 

AQH: I heard a lot of students work there. Did your family get involved in the community, church or 

politics? 

JP: Not politics, just church.  My mother was in the Easter Star, that’s a lodge, her mother was involved. 

My daddy was just a good Christian, he went to prayer meeting on Wednesday night. He worked, but he 

didn’t belong to anything. He was not a licensed barber but you could cut hair as long as you did not 

charge what the barbers charge. Like I told you, a lot of Negroes, that’s what we were then, we done 

changed our name four times.  People had at least 2 or more boys, so he would cut their hair on the 

back porch for just a little side change, but he didn’t go to barber school. Boys in the South became men 

early because farming and stuff, that is why South Carolinians moved to North Carolina for work.  

Nothing to do but farming in the South.  My husband, we met at a basketball tournament at A&T, his 

family is from South Carolina, they came to Winston-Salem, tobacco that was the big thing. They worked 

hard, but they were much better paid than in High Point.  My daddy teared ripsaw before they finished 

the furniture.  He did ripsaw the wood part before it was finished.   

AQH: You sand off big chunks. 

JP: My mother before she became a beautician she worked for wealthy white people.  When I was a 

little girl, grocery stores are called Big Bear. 

AQH: We have a Big Bear near my house, they are health stores and they are really tiny. 

JP: They were down by the fire station on Red Street.   

AQH: Where the Food Lion is? There are two of them. 

JP: When we got grocerie,s we catched the bus before we got a car.  The bus stop was not far from 

where you got your groceries or we got a cab.  We got paid every two weeks.  That was it. You got the 

cab on payday. Factory workers got paid every two weeks. 


